
Isn’t That Just Your Interpretation?
Rescuing the Word of God from 

the Minds of People



Bible Study Gone Wrong
• Romans 1 – Homosexuality is natural so that’s not what Paul 

is talking about. (Matthew Vines)
• 2 Kings 20 – God changes his mind about Hezekiah because 

God is changeable. (Gregory Boyd)
• Matthew 3 – The events at Jesus’ baptism confirm the Trinity 

(Common Interpretation)
• Genesis 3 – God walking in the garden means God has a 

body (Finis Dake)



(Thou Shalt Not) Judge the Interpretations
• Vine cites cultural understandings like the advancement in 

understanding of orientations.
• Boyd marshals all the “clear passages” about God changing 

his mind and demonstrates God’s changeability.
• Concerning the typical interpretation - Do manifestations of 

God necessarily imply anything about His nature?
• Dake could claim that Genesis comes first so other passages 

must be interpreted in light of a “literal” understanding of 
Genesis.



•You read books.
•You read the newspaper.
•You read Facebook.

•You interpret books.
•You interpret the newspaper.
•You interpret Facebook.



•On the one hand, some say, “You 
know what I mean.”

•On the other hand, some also say, 
“There is no way to know what it 
[the Bible] really means.”
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I Know What You Mean
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I Don’t Know What You Mean

Message



Whose Interpretation?

Message



GOAL
We need an objective 

understanding 
(interpretation) where the 
original message as written 
by the author is received by 

the reader.



Common Road Bocks to Objectivity

• Vocabulary
• Figures of Speech
• Grammar/Syntax

• Worldviews



The “Problem” of Worldviews
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The “Problem” of Worldviews

So, many scholars, 
including Christians, say 
that worldviews make 
objectivity impossible.

?





Worldviews

• If reality is really real, and reality is knowable, then 
worldviews can be adjusted to clearly perceive reality.

• If reality were not real or knowable, then you wouldn’t know 
that the your worldview is flawed.



Foundation of Thought (and Interpretation)

• A relator has three rules: location, location, location.

• A hermeneutist will tell you three rules: context, context, 
context.



First Foundation: Identity

•A thing is itself.
•Not true: “It is what you want it to be.”
•Not be confused with: “It will be what you 
want it to be.”

•True: “It is what it is.”



Example

• Jesus is himself and not what we want Him to be.
• People may “like to think of him” in some particular way, but 

that thought (i.e. interpretation) is only as true as it matches 
the real Jesus.

• So the message cannot be other than what it is:

Stop

slow down

do less

decrease
speed up!

cease
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Second Foundation: 
Non-Contradiction

•A thing cannot be and not be at the same 
time, same way, same sense.

•Jesus is God and Jesus is not God.
•God exists and God does not exist.
•Salvation by grace (Ephesians) and salvation 
by works (James)



Third Foundation: 
Excluded Middle

•A statement is true or its negation is true, 
there is no middle option.

•Women aren’t “sort of” pregnant.
•Jesus is not “sort of” God.

• Jesus is Michael the Archangel = not God.
• Jesus seems to be God = not God.



Founding Our Interpretations

• Vines – Homosexuality is natural.
• Bible categorizes homosexuality as a sin, always, in every place.
• Vines’ interpretation must be imposed on the text to make it say 

what it does not say.
• Boyd – God changes his mind.

• The reality of God is that if he changes, he is not God.
• An unchanging changeless being?
• A perfect, but changing being?  Changing to what? How?



Founding Our Interpretations

• Trinity
• The Son is not the Father (ID)
• The Father is not the Spirit (ID)
• The Spirit is not the Son (ID)
• The Father, Son, and Spirit are all God (ID)
• Therefore, God is a Trinity in His Being.



Founding Our Interpretations

• Dake
• A temporal, physical being is not God.
• God cannot be infinite and finite.
• God cannot be pure spirit and physical.
• God cannot be God and creature.



Is Logically Denying Logic Possible?
• A person or worldview that denies logic must 

either use logic to disprove logic or remain silent.
• 10 commandments assume logic.
• 1 Corinthians 15 utilizes logic.
• 1 John utilizes a series of dilemmas to demonstrate 

what should be believed and what people should do.
• Feelings are not logic.

• Feelings are not denied by logic but regulated by logic.
• Stating feelings as a reason is judging (reasoning that) 

feelings as superior to logic which affirms logic for the 
purpose of affirming one’s feelings.



“Total” Objectivity

• What does this mean?
• We don’t want a “blank slate” or to be completely 

unaffected by a worldview.
• We want a worldview properly adjusted to correctly perceive 

reality (in this case, the real message in the text).
• Misinterpretations are not impossible unless 

interpretation is possible.
• Scripture is grounded in a shared reality 

between writer and reader.



“Correct” Interpretation

• Based on the law of excluded middle:
• “There is a correct interpretation” or “There is not a correct 

interpretation.”



Can a Correct Interpretation be known?

• Yes, the same way you can pick up your phone and interpret 
a Facebook post or talk to someone through the phone.

• Lack of context or differences in culture, language, etc. can 
make it difficult to interpret correctly.  

• Sometimes the correct interpretation is entirely lost.
• I’m not saying correct interpretations are easy to come by, 

I’m saying that they are comebyable.



1. The Bible is full of symbols.
• You wouldn’t know that without interpretation.
• And it is, but symbols represent real things.
• A symbol is not symbolic if it doesn’t symbolize a 

real thing.

2. It’s Arrogant to think your interpretation is 
correct.
• It’s arrogant to reject an interpretation just 

because it’s not yours.
• Truth is not arrogance.  People are arrogant, not 

facts.
• All people believe their beliefs are true.
• 2+2 = ?



3. The Bible means different things to 
different people.
• Different interpretations exist, no doubt.
• Interpretations are not created equal.
• Is-Ought fallacy.

4. The Bible has deeper, spiritual meanings.
• How do you get them?
• What do you use to separate your thoughts from 

the deeper message “hidden” in scripture?
• Why would the Spirit say a second time (to you) 

something different it spoke through the author 
(the prophet/apostle)?



Spiritual Interpretations

• Daniel 5, a disembodied hand wrote four words on a wall.
• No one knew what it meant…except Daniel.
• The words had no context (other than that they were a clear 

message from God, miraculously delivered).
• Daniel (already having proved he has direct revelation from 

God), provided the meaning.



Bottom Line:

• Jesus expect people to understand the meaning of his words.
• Jesus expected people to use reality to interpret

• Parables.
• “You see the fig tree and know summer is here….”

• Jesus rebukes his disciples for bad interpretations (yeast of 
the Pharisees).



Conclusion

• God revealed a message he expects people to 
receive.

• Jesus must be made known and understood.
• We interpret correctly all the time, and the 

Bible is no special exception.
• Misinterpretations are likely in an egocentric 

culture (the text, “ok”)
• The correct meaning is not beyond our grasp.
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